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Handwriting: Activity sheet

EY3_19_HW_ACT_19-0 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 1 of 3

19.0 Practising diagonal joins

Let’s practise joining letters with exits to letters with 
rounded entries and the letter e.

1 Write d¡r to finish the words. Write each word again.

 u¡m

 i¡ve

 ea¡m

 i¡nk

 a¡i¡n

2 Draw lines to match the pictures and words.
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3 Write these words to finish the tongue twister.

Sa¡m  ra¡m  da¡m
la¡mb  t¡ra¡m

took the on
the past the
to s´e the .

4 Draw or trace over lines to finish the illustration.

EY3_19_HW_ACT_19-0 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 2 of 3
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Now let’s practise joining exit letters to the letter e.

5 Write words to match each picture

  lery  sk

  ad p  

  ttle  t¡re

  af  le¡phone
6 Join any more exit letters to e that you can see.
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19.1 Joining letters with exits to tall letters 1

You’re going to learn how to join letters with exits to the tall 
letters using a diagonal join. Let’s find out how.

1 Practise the joins in this pattern.

From the exit, continue the diagonal join to the top of the 
tall letter. Complete the tall letter as usual.

2 Draw a line to show how you think the letter c joins to the 
letter h in this word.

cha¡i¡n

EY3_19_HW_ACT_19-1 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 1 of 3
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3 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing a joined to 
these letters.

a™b a™h a™k a™l a£t
a™b a™h a™k a™l a£t

Remember to go all the way to the top line before you 
write the tall letter.

4 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing c joined to 
these letters.

ã™h ã™k ã™l   
ã™h ã™k ã™l ãt
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5 Trace over the grey letters that join in these words.

ã™h¡u¡rã™h ã™loã™k

d¡uã™k h¡u¡rra™h

fa™ll sna™˚e

tha£t fa™b¬e

Circle any other diagonal joins you can see.

6 Write a sentence using at least one of the words above.

EY3_19_HW_ACT_19-1 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 3 of 3
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19.2 Practising diagonal joins to tall letters 1

Remember the join between letters with exits and the tall 
letters is a diagonal join. Look at this word.

bedt¡i¡Åe
Can you work out how the letter d joins to the letter t?

1 Draw a line to show how you think the letter d joins to the 
letter t in the word above.

2 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing d joined to 
these letters.

d™k d™l d£t d™k d™l d£t
d™k d™l d£t d™k d™l d£t

EY3_19_HW_ACT_19-2 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 1 of 3
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Remember to go all the way up to the top line before you 
write the tall letter.

3 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing e and h 
joined to these letters.

é™b é™h é™k é™l  h£t
é™b é™h é™k é™l ét h£t

4 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing i joined to 
these letters.

i™b i™k i™l i£t
i™b i™k i™l i£t
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5 Trace over the grey letters that join in these words.

e¡igh£t wé™b

l¡i£tt¬e ¬é£tte¡r

Circle any other diagonal joins you can see.
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19.3 Joining letters with exits to tall letters 2

There are more joins to tall letters for you to learn about. 
Look at this word.

la¡mb
Can you work out how the letter m joins to the letter 
b?

1 Draw a line to show how you think the letter m joins to the 
letter b in the word above.

2 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing k joined to 
these letters.

k™b k™h k™k k™l k£t
k™b k™h k™k k™l k£t

Remember, the letters are joined by a straight line.

EY3_19_HW_ACT_19-3 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 1 of 2
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3 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing l and m 
joined to these letters.

l™b l™k l™l l£t m™b
l™b l™k l™l l£t m™b

4 Trace over the grey lines that join in these words.

ã™l¡i¡m™b ba™l™loon

Åé™l£t bu™l™b m¡i™l™k

Circle all the other diagonal joins you can see.

5 Choose two of the words above. Make up and write a 
sentence using the words.
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19.4 Practising diagonal joins to tall letters 2

There are more diagonal joins from letters with exits to 
tall letters for you to practise. Look at this word.

si¡nk
Can you work out how the letter n joins to the letter k?

1 Draw a line to show how you think the letter n joins to the 
letter k in the word above.

2 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing n joined to 
these letters.

n™b n™h n™k n™l n£t
n™b n™h n™k n™l n£t

Remember to go all the way up to the top line before you 
write the tall letter.

EY3_19_HW_ACT_19-4 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 1 of 2
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3 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing t joined to 
these letters.

t™h t™l  t™h t™l
t™h t™l ˇt t™h t™l ˇt

4 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing u joined to 
these letters.

u™b u™k u™l u£t u™b
u™b u™k u™l u£t u™b

5 Trace over the grey letters that join in these words.

 t™h¡u¡m™b bu£t£†e¡r

 d¡ri¡n™k fron£t
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19.5 Joining to the letter “o”

Let’s find out about joining to the letter o. You need to 
think about where the letter o starts. Trace over the letter 
o with your finger.

1 Trace over and then practise writing the letter o.

o  o  o
2 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing these letters 

joined to o.

Take the diagonal join all the way up to where the letter 
o starts. Then write the letter o as usual.

a¡o c¡o d¡o e¡o h¡o i¡o
a¡o c¡o d¡o e¡o h¡o i¡o
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3 Trace over and then practise writing these words.

 c¡oc¡on¡u£t d¡on™˚e¡y

 h¡ol¡ida¡y l¡i¡on

 c¡oa£t d¡ough¡n¡u£t

EY3_19_HW_ACT_19-5 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 2 of 2





Department of Education,
Training and Employment Page 35

Eng_Y03_U2_ILM_Handwriting_book_pages

English
Handwriting: Activity sheet

EY3_19_HW_ACT_19-6 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 1 of 2

19.6 More joins to the letter “o”

There are more letters for you to join to the letter o.

1 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing these letters 
joined to o.

Take the diagonal join all the way up to where the letter 
o starts. Then write the letter o as usual.

k¡o l¡o m¡o n¡o t¡o u¡o
k¡o l¡o m¡o n¡o t¡o u¡o

2 Trace over these words.

 d¡om¡i¡n¡o d¡oãt¡or
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 k¡oa™la l¡ori™˚´e£t

 m¡osqu¡i£t¡o n¡oise

 t¡orc™h qu¡oi£ts

3 Make up and write a sentence using at least two of these 
words.

EY3_19_HW_ACT_19-6 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 2 of 2
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2 Write the letters to finish these words.

Remember to join letters using a diagonal join.

 ke____ ____ z____ ____

 fr____ ____t ____ ____x

 mon____ ____ f____ ____e

 ju____ ____ so____ ____

EY3_18_HW_ACT_18-0 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 3 of 3
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20.0 Revising diagonal joins

Let’s practise joining letters with exits to tall letters and the 
letter o.

Remember to go all the way to the top line before you 
write the tall letter.

1 Trace over then write these words.

pét f i™l™l

ca£t si¡n™k

ba™l™l k¡n¡i£t

2 Draw lines to match the pictures with the words.
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3 Write words from the list below which rhyme with these 
words.

ã™l¡oã™k fa™l™l

sna™˚e †é™l™l

 soã™k boa£t sÅé™l™l

 ba™l™l st¡r´é£t

 pi¡n™k bake nut

EY3_20_HW_ACT_20-0 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 2 of 3
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You could use words from the bottom of the pages.

t™h¡i¡n™k c¡u£t

f´é£t goa£t

 bl¡oã™k sh¡u£t wa™l™l

 ra™˚e wi¡n™k

 bé™l™l Å´é£t f l¡oa£t

EY3_20_HW_ACT_20-0 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 3 of 3
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20.1 Joining letters with exits to shoulder letters

You need to think about how shoulder letters are written.

dad
Shoulder letters start in an anticlockwise direction and 
don’t have an entry.

1 Trace over the shoulder letters.

EY3_20_HW_ACT_20-1 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 1 of 2
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2 Trace over and then write these shoulder letters.

a c
d g q

3 Write an exit letter followed by a shoulder letter. Try to join 
the letters. Try a few times.

When you’re joining letters, you still need to lift your pencil 
to begin the shoulder letter.
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20.2 Drop-on joins

Letters with exits join to shoulder letters using another 
type of diagonal join called a drop-on join. Look at how 
the letter a joins to the letter c.

Write the exit letter and continue the exit up to the 
shoulder of the shoulder letter. Lift your pencil at the end 
of the exit, then write the shoulder letter, dropping it onto 
the exit.

glad
Look at the word glad. Can you work out how the 
letter a joins to the letter d?

1 Draw a line to show how you think the letter a joins to d in 
the word above.

2 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing a joined to 
these letters.

a¡a a¡c a¡d a¡g a¡q
a¡a a¡c a¡d a¡g a¡q

EY3_20_HW_ACT_20-2 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 1 of 3
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3 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing c joined to 
these letters.

c¡a c¡c c¡a c¡c
c¡a c¡c c¡a c¡c

Remember to make the exit letter reach high up to the 
shoulder letter.

4 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing d and e 
joined to these letters.

d¡a d¡d d¡g e¡a
d¡a d¡d d¡g e¡a

e¡c e¡d e¡g e¡q
e¡c e¡d e¡g e¡q
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5 Trace over the grey letters that join in these words.

Remember to lift your pencil and begin the shoulder letter 
in the correct place.

 a¡ã£t¡or Åe¡a£t

 c¡a¡m¡p ma¡g˜é£t

Circle any other diagonal joins you can see.

EY3_20_HW_ACT_20-2 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 3 of 3
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20.3 More drop-on joins 1

Here are more drop-on joins to learn. Look at this 
word.

ha£t
Can you work out how the letter h joins to the letter a?

1 Draw a line to show how you think the letter h joins to the 
letter a in the word above.

2 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing h, i, and 
m joined to these letters.

h¡a i¡a i¡c i¡d
h¡a i¡a i¡c i¡d

i¡g i¡q m¡a m¡c
i¡g i¡q m¡a m¡c
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Remember the letters are joined by a straight line that reaches 
up to the shoulder of the shoulder letter.

3 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing k and l 
joined to these letters.

k¡a k¡c k¡d k¡g
k¡a k¡c k¡d k¡g

l¡a l¡c l¡d l¡g
l¡a l¡c l¡d l¡g

EY3_20_HW_ACT_20-3 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 2 of 3
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4 Trace over the grey letters that join in these words.

Remember to make the exit go high up to reach the 
shoulder letter.

 f l¡a¡g spi¡Îe¡r

 m¡a£tã™h t£™h¡a¡n™k

 c¡ol¡d pi¡g
EY3_20_HW_ACT_20-3 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 3 of 3
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20.4 More drop-on joins 2

Here are more letters with drop-on joins for you to learn. 
Look at this word.

ta™b¬e
Can you work out how the letter t joins to the letter a?

1 Draw a line to show how you think the letter t joins to the 
letter a in the word above.

2 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing n joined to 
these letters.

Remember to lift your pencil to begin the shoulder letter.

n¡a n¡c n¡d n¡g n¡q
n¡a n¡c n¡d n¡g n¡q
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3 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing t joined to 
these letters.

t¡a t¡c t¡a t¡c
t¡a t¡c t¡a t¡c

4 Trace over the grey lines and then practise writing u and x 
joined to these letters.

u¡a u¡c u¡d u¡g
u¡a u¡c u¡d u¡g

u¡q x¡a x¡c
u¡q x¡a x¡c

Remember to finish writing the letter pairs before you lift 
your pencil to do the cross-stroke on the x.
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5 Trace over the grey letters that join in these words.

 e¡x¡çé™l™¬e¡n£t t¡ru¡ã™k

 t¡a¡ra¡n£t¡u™l¡a h¡a£t¡ã™h

 swi¡n¡g m¡u¡d

n¡a¡i™l
Remember to lift your pencil to begin the shoulder letter.

EY3_20_HW_ACT_20-4 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 3 of 3
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21.0 Revising drop-on joins

Practise joining letters with exits to letters without entries, 
or shoulder letters. You join these letters with a drop-on 
join. 

 h¡
Remember to continue the exit up to the 
shoulder, then lift your pencil and write the 
shoulder letter, dropping it onto the exit.

1 Circle the drop-on joins in the word below.

h¡a¡n¡d¡wri£t¡i¡n¡g

2 Write the word using a different colouring pencil each time you 
lift your pencil.

Remember to lift your pencil after the exit and begin the 
shoulder letter in the correct place.
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3 Trace over the grey letters, then practise writing each drop-
on join. Use a different colouring pencil each time you lift your 
pencil.

Remember to continue the exit up to the line.

n¡d m¡a
n¡g e¡c a¡q

4 Trace over the grey letters that join in these words.

 ri¡n¡g a¡qu¡a

 t¡a¡i™l flffl l¡a¡g

 d¡u¡ã™k Çh¡a¡n¡ge
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5 Write letters to finish these words.

Remember to join letters using a diagonal join.

 d¡r   on b    h

  a  ge¡r  a  d
6 Write a sentence using one of these words.

EY3_21_HW_ACT_21-0 Student: ______________________ Teacher: _____________________ 3 of 3
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