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28.0 Drop-on joins

You're going to Izzmcﬁse _join/'ng letters with exits to shoulder
letters. The letters _/'oin with a droln—on J'oin.

Sh9

I Circle the Inairs of letters that You could _join with a dmlw-on J'oin.

2 White each circled Iwair of letters Msing a drolm-on _join.

Remember to make the exit letter reach h/ﬂh up to the
shoulder letter.
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3 White a rh_tjming word. for each of these words. Use the
Iwicfwes fo he/ln you.

) Your rhﬂming words should have droln—on J'oins as in
7 the words belowr.
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28.1 Letters that don’t join

When a letter finishes in a clockwise direction and doesn't
have an exit, the letter doesnt Jom to the fb//owmg letter.
Let's Iumchse those letters nour.

I Trace over the letters in this ,U/cfwe that don't Jom to letters
that follow.

y

\\‘ R

i

i W /
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Chan_qe to a different colour each time You lif+ your luenci/.

Lift your /aenci/ if there are lots of J'oins in the word you

are Wriﬁng.

|
Unvovy
J J

ZInc

3 Whrite other words beginning with the same letters as the

WOF‘dS aboue .

.@‘l.@‘.@/l‘_
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28.2 Practise uppercase letters

é,Q You have to nawe each of the animal characters below.
¥ The first uppercase letter has been done for you.
Li/ba,‘rd has been done as an exam/u/e.

I Whrite the letters that are missin_q to finish each word.
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3 Choose and write the animal names from the Inrelfious page to finish

each sentence.

Remember to use the J'oined Cursive A/Iuhabef and. read,
each sentence carefu//g before you choose which animal you

need 3
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28.3 Writing a sentence

IF you feel you need. to take a rest when you are Wriﬁn_q

/on_q words, remember it's sensible to lif¥ your Inenci/ before

_joinin_q to the next letter.

| Read and then write these sentences.
Ta/wra/vlm/n loved to weanr waltow

ﬁ
=

=4
\&5

1 & A

R
%o

%
3
%i’
i

wheo loved 0 p

=V

s
@Y,

=V’

NE

&

P

=V

ﬁ
i:-’:_gv;-(_';il\ ~

2 TICk (V) tfo SLIOW each Iw/ace Where _l10l/1 /n[fed _leMI" PeHCi/.

2 : -
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3 Whrite a sentence 1o tell about the /oicfwe belowr.

Remember to use calnh‘a/ letters at the beginnin_q of each

sentence 17[ yOM use a c/')amcv‘ers name.
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28.4 Special Australian animals

‘

Let's think about Wl’l_lj some Australian anivnals are

specia/.

| Read each of the sentence /oarfs.

2 Trace over the be_qinnin_q of each semtence and then write an
enaling to comlo/efe each sentence. Choose from the endings on
the next page.
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ﬁ Queen

Remember, atter the letter T you can retrace over the
shoulder or lif your Inenci/.

me,smw.
ca/n'rwnw/ry][w}t.
cam dig large holes

5 covered im slm'/VwA.
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28.5 Missing joins

/

Someone has written these sentences without _joinin_q the

=

letters. Can You write them with the _joins?

Read each of the sentences.

[ e pval wavited, L0 Ve A _piTa
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floday bals sleey aduring thne day Lv

Remember to make exit letters 90 high up to reach the

shoulder letters when You write a droln—on J'oin.
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29.0 Horizontal joins

You're going to have wiore Inmcﬁce J'oining letters that finish
at the foln to letters with Iwoirn‘ed entries. [he _join between

them is a horizontal _jo/n.

I Trace over these InaH’ems for J'oin/ng folu—ﬁnish/ng letters to

/aainfed entries.
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Training and Employment Page 31






2 Circle the Imairs of letters where You would use a horizontal _join.

3 White each Imzir of letters You circled,, Msing a horizontal J'oin.
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L Whrite the Inairs of letters o, UP ouw, ow, or ay to finish

these wordss.

~
S
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29.1 More horizontal joins

When you J'oim letters that finish at the folm to letters
with rounded. entries, You use a horizontal J'o/n. Practise

some of these J'oins.

I Trace over these /aah‘ems for _joining foln-ﬁnishing letters to

rounded, entries.
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2 Circle the Inairs of letters where You would. use a horizontal J'oin.
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L Wrn‘e //57‘5 of words with the same /eﬁ‘er Inaﬁems

5  Circle the horizontal _joins

betuureen foln—finishing letters

and, rounded enfry letters.

i
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S You're qoing to hy _joining from the letter 1, and
1 haw‘ng a Inenci/ lift to see which way you find easiest.

N ATER

AR
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

i

P
& &

N HOEHEH
|
TFENER ARG HGA G ITER
\
|

Circle the word in each Iwair that You found the easier to write.

w N (G

Colour the face to show what you think.

2 " {® < [ like to _join the letter r. G] \ A
b _.'I Z ) { -
’ \J [ find it hard to _join the letter 1‘.>

Department o f Education, Eng_Y03_U7_ILM_Handwriting
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6 9
29.3 Writing SP words

Look where the SP letter blend is in the
words belowr.

I White words con'l'aining SP in the lists where 'l'he_41 be/ong.
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Words that have SP
in the middle
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29.4 Writing double letters

I Circle the double letters and then Inmcﬁse Wriﬁng these words.

, 77
G ureld

®
@%ﬁzﬁaxae
© J
-

& Leller

©

Think about double letters you Ve seen fo_qefher in words
that you ve written or read.

2 Wrn‘e other lna/rs of double letters You Ve seen in words.
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3 Trace over and then Izzmcﬁse Wrifin_q these words.
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29.5 Writing words that are alike

You'll Inmcﬁse Wriﬁng words that have the same letters and

SDMVIdS.

I Trace over and then Immch’se wriﬁn_q these groups of letters.
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29.6 Thinking about “O” words

Wite words with ot to finish these sentences. Remember
to use your best /f:andwriﬁn_q.

neonr Julie and

L&ixﬂh’s houwse was ﬂovv[w[
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Tffwy ]awuwl the horse J'wst

wgdam#mm.

2 [race over and write words that have the short w sound as

ou does in wwnbry
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Handwriting speed

The purpose of the speed writing activities is not only to develop speed, but more
importantly, to develop functional handwriting automaticity.

Promote the following positive messages about the speed and accuracy session:

This exercise will help you to

remember the shape of letters. | like the way you wrote your
Soon it will be so easy you won't letters (or some of your letters)
even have to think about it. quickly AND neatly!

Your letters are very neat. Now we just
have to work on speeding it up a little bit.

OR

You can write very quickly, but remember —
it’s important to form your letters correctly
as well. It's just practice!

Letters per minute targets

Students’ handwriting speed will vary, depending on a number of factors, including script
(Beginner’s Alphabet or Queensland Modern Cursive), complexity of task and length of task.
There will also be wide variation within each class grouping. This can even increase with age
(Pollock et al. 2009).

The following table is provided only as a broad guide for setting initial targets to encourage
students’ improvement.

Year level Letters per minute
Year 1 20
Year 2 30
Year 3 40
Year 4 50
% Queensland Government De;.)a.rtment of Education, Eng_Y03_U7_ILM_Handwriting
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Suggested activities

The following activities can be used with unjoined Queensland Modern Cursive in Year 2 and
joined Queensland Modern Cursive in Year 3.

Students may like to record their results on a graph to track their progress.

| L
q o |10 | pay

‘ Pay | pay
Unit |P@Y|PAY |PEY 1757 | " = L 4

Note: Letters need to be correctly formed to be counted.
Letters

This activity has two formats:

a) Students reproduce a given letter (or combination of letters) as many times as possible
in one minute. The letter combinations do not necessarily need to form words.

OR

b) Students write as many lowercase letters in alphabetical order as they can in one
minute.

Sentence from memory

Students write a sentence from memory as many times as they can in one minute. This
sentence can be taken from a poem or any other text that students have been studying, or
can be a silly sentence such as ‘The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog’. Students
may want to develop their own silly sentence, using as many different letters as they can.

Copying — near

Students copy as much of a paragraph from a sheet or book as they can in one to three
minutes, depending on the year level. The sheet or book should be placed on the student’s
desk or table, in a comfortable position for copying.

If students finish writing the paragraph before the time is up, they should start again from the
start.

This paragraph can be linked to any learning area.
Copying — far

This activity is similar to the ‘Copying — near’ activity above, except this time the paragraph is
written on the board, or some other suitable surface, which is an appropriate distance from
the student.
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In their own words

Students write as much as they can in one to three minutes. The topic should be a known
topic, so that students do not need to spend time planning. This could be a diary entry, a
summary of a lesson, or any other short suitable note.

For further information

Berninger et al. 1998, ‘Development of handwriting speed and legibility in Grades 1 — 9’,
The Journal of Educational Research, vol 92 pp 42 — 52.

Jones, D (1997) Handwriting: a fundamental skill in written language, Department of
Education — Wide Bay Region, Maryborough.

Pollock et al. 2009, The McMaster Handwriting Assessment Protocol — 2nd edition
McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, viewed November 2011,
http://www.canchild.ca/en/measures/handwritingassessment.asp November 2011.
Tips for teaching: Speeding up, National Handwriting Association, Basingstoke,
Hampshire 2010

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk /publications/tips-for-teaching.aspx

Wallen, M et al. 1996, The handwriting speed test, Helios Art and Book Co, Adelaide
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